
Kirkland 
Ciccone 
conjures 
up some 
answers
David Hale, Ethan Shek, David 
Danaylov, Thomas Erskine, 
Morgan Main and Georgina 
Spivey from Broughton High 

School recently met with author 
Kirkland Ciccone. Kirkland is the 
author of the award-winning 
Conjuring the Infinite and his next 
book The Endless Empress will be 
published in October. Here are the 
burning questions the group had 
for Kirkland.

Q Were any of the characters in Conjuring the 
Infinite based on real people?

A I don’t tend to base characters on real 
people in case they sue! But it’s amazing 
what you hear when you’re out with your 
friends, say in the queue at McDonalds. 
You’ll sometimes hear a snatch of 
conversation or certain things might 
happen that set you off on your own train 
of thought. For instance, on the train I was 
on today there was a girl polishing her nails. 
Why would she be doing that on a train? A 
writer starts to think of the angles. I thought, 
maybe her dad doesn’t let her wear make-
up so she has to do it outside, or maybe 
she’s in a hurry, why is she in a hurry? When I 

make characters I take bits from real people, 
but I don’t base them on real people.

Q How do you go about creating such 
surprising characters?

A I’ll make a dossier: an iTunes playlist for 
them, their favourite websites, what they 
wear, and what music they listen to. For 
instance, I thought it would be funny to 
make teenage sorcerer Seth Kevorkian 
a Britney Spears fan, because usually in 
stories horrible goth killers are into Marilyn 
Manson. Reet, the animal rights activist, 
listens to a lot of folk music. All of this helps 
build personality, and a fuller picture of a 
character.

Q Conjuring the Infinite is a really good book 
and I enjoyed reading it. Where did you get 
the idea of the Infinite from?

A Once I’d come up with the situation of Seth, 
the teenage sorcerer trying to cut a magical 
deal, I had to create something with the 
power to influence the world on a massive 
scale. I wanted to give it all the evil in the 
universe, to be the opposite of everything 
good, and powerful enough to have its own 
domain. You never really see the Infinite, 
it’s not really even a character, it exists 
outside our own universe – H P Lovecraft 
was another huge influence on me! It’s the 
Infinite’s influence that is important, and 
gives each reader the freedom to imagine 
the Infinite uniquely.

Q Who is your favourite character?
A When you create characters, they become 

like your children and it should be hard to 
choose a favourite ... except that for me it’s 
not at all! Maybe it’s obvious, but I’m going 
to choose Seth Kevorkian. Seth is horrible, 
not nice at all, he’s petty, he’s backstabbing 
but he’s also funny. My favourite minor 
character is Lily. Without giving away any 
spoilers, I’ll just say she was so much fun to 
write.

Q Can you tell us about a character in your 
new book?

A Porsche Penelope Pinkerton, the lead 
character in my new book, sets up her 
own fantasy country and declares herself 
Empress, The Endless Empress. I just love 
Penelope because she’s completely crazy, 
and such a cow that if she was cut she’d 
bleed Bovril! Yet there’s no point in writing 
nasty characters without depth, and as with 
all my characters, I’ve given Penelope layers 
that make her compelling.

Q Do you always try to avoid stereotypes with 
your characters, like Seth’s music taste?

A I aim to be subversive. I was told by one 
publisher that you can’t put out a book 
with a horrible lead character, your main 
character has to be approachable and 
likeable. Instead I try to take the bad, nasty 
character and humanise them a little. 
Bella in Twilight was supposed to be an 
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everywoman. Harry Potter was created to 
be relatable, but still did mean things. I aim 
for my characters to be more like Katniss 
Everdeen in The Hunger Games. Katniss is 
quite often rude or horrible, she’s deeply 
imperfect and a much more interesting 
character for it.

Q I was surprised that your main character is 
already dead at the start of the book. Why 
did you decide to start that way?

A Although the story revolves around Seth 
Kevorkian, there isn’t really a main character, 
which is another way of breaking the normal 
rules of writing for teenagers. Seth is dead 
but he fills every page, you get to see how 
every other character was impacted by him.

Q The Cottage sounds like an awful place 
to be! Did you deliberately make all the 
teenagers there mean?

A Are they though? Corrin is horrible, 
Lawrence is pathetic, and Jack is a bully at 
times. It was important to me that it seemed 
real, not like a holiday camp. The Cottage is 
a Young Offenders’ Institution, and there are 
important reasons for each teenager to be 
there, just like in real life.

Q Do you think you will write more fantasy, or 
crime thrillers?

A My writing always works best when I 
juxtapose the ordinary, let’s say ‘council 
estate chic’, with the weird and the ethereal, 
like three angels coming to a Young 
Offenders’ Institution. I think it’s far scarier to 
see a monster in the supermarket than it is 
to see one on the Planet Zog. So both!

Q If your book was made into a film, who 
would you like to play all the characters?

A I’m not sure it could be made into a film, 
it’s so weird! I’d probably end up with the 
cast from Home and Away or Hollyoaks, 
knowing my luck. But who could play the 
Abomination? We’d need a lot of CGI!

Q How did you write such a surprising twist in 
Conjuring the Infinite?

A I bet if you read the book a second time 
you’ll see it coming a lot sooner. I dropped 
a lot of careful hints, constructed so you’d 
miss them the first time around.

Q What’s your favourite game? I thought you 
must like Cluedo since it’s another murder 
mystery.

A I love Cluedo! I am actually the best at 
Cluedo, do not face me over that board, or 
at Mortal Kombat or I would destroy, well, 
everyone!

Q Conjuring the Infinite is about teenagers in 
quite a dangerous place. Is there anything 
you felt you had to leave out of the story?

A Actually there is, but probably not for 
the reason you’d think. Reet goes to the 
bathroom to have a shower and she hears 
Seth’s disembodied voice threatening 
her. When I first wrote this bit, his mean, 
intimidating voice was coming out of the 
toilet! I thought this was HILARIOUS but 

I got cold feet, 
and changed 
that scene to to 
what it is now – 
something a bit 
more Stephen 
King-like.

Q And was there 
anything you were 
asked to take out 
before your book 
was published?

A I was surprised the 
inclusion of Julee’s 
drink being spiked 
was okay. My new 
book The Endless 
Empress is even 
wilder: a teenager 
called Nyma 
spikes her baby’s 
milk with Nytol 
so she can go out 
clubbing. So long 
as it’s relevant 
to the plot and 
enriches the story 
you can get away 
with quite a lot as 
a writer, but put 
it in just for shock 
value and it’ll get 
cut.

Q Where is The 
Cottage? And 
where are Seth 
and the others 
from?

A Conjuring the 
Infinite could take place in Scotland or 
Kansas, or anywhere. I don’t want it to date 
and I want it to feel immediate to anyone 
reading it, anywhere or any time. The 
Infinite’s reach is, well, infinite! For the same 
reason I try not to use slang words, it dates 
a book. I once wrote a character saying ‘Cool 
Beans!’ in a story – is that something anyone 
still says?

Q Would you ever write a fully ‘fantasy’ book?
A I don’t think so. I don’t think I’d like to write a 

story, say like Game of Thrones, set in a really 
detailed but removed world from our own. 
I want my stories to be full of shocks and 
surprises, but in a relatable context in our 
world.

Q Will you write a sequel to Conjuring the 
Infinite?

A The way we left the characters, I think it’d 
be a real challenge to write a sequel and 
to pick up those pieces. But who knows, 
maybe in ten years I’ll really want to write 
Remembering the Infinite. I could set it ten 
years after the characters left the home, 
maybe Tracey Beaker could be living there 
now? Who knows!

Conjuring the Infinite
Kirkland Ciccone
Strident £7.99 ISBN 9781905537075

The impressive and faultless Seth Kevorkian 
has been shot and killed at close range. Then 
the other teenagers in Seth’s care home 
discover the truth: Seth was no ordinary 
teenager. He called upon an otherworldly 
power, and perhaps died for it. Now The 
Cottage heaves with dark magic. Can the 
housemates trust what they see? Can they 
even trust each other?

It was thrilling to read and we didn’t get the 
twist until the end. We liked that it was a cross 
between a gritty murder and a surprising 
fantasy. We particularly liked the flashback 
scenes and the unexpected ending. Conjuring 
the Infinite is original and different to anything 
we’ve read before. Seth, Julee, Reet, Jack and 
the other characters have problems like real 
teenagers, but with entirely shocking weirdness 
mixed in.
DaviD Hale, eTHaN SHeK, GeorGiNa 
Spivey aND DaviD DaNaylov
Broughton High

‘original and different’
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